Hearing set
on county
tax rate

By JAY ERMIS

: TERMIS @ ITEMONLINE.COM

A 33-item agenda faces the Walker County
Commissioners Court !oda_\. including a public hearing on
the proposed tax Tate where residents can air their views.

The hearing starts at 9:30 a.m. at the courthouse.

! The five-member court has proposed a tax rate of
~=3 $0.5450 cents per $100 of assessed valuation — the same
“rate as+his past \feaa—awandagygopbsadﬁZn anillion:budgete,

that incrades & 5° r)emcm p)\ increase for mmt\ ﬂmﬁlovees <

The effective tax rate is $0.5279 cents per $100 of

assessed valuation. SRR

County Judge Danny Pierce said overall increases in the

cost of living kept the court from continuing its streak of
i Towerng: ho tax rate as it has donsshe: past ot years:

Pierce said the' effective tax rate is set to generate the
same amount of tax revenue that it produced the previous
year.

He said the court is not proposing to increase the tax rate,
“but by adopting the $0.5450 cents that will generate more \
revenue than it generated last year because of an increase in
property values.”

| “Property is appraiq"d each year and usually goes up in
value,” Pierce said. “If you adopted the same tax rate as the

year before that is 3:0.111;1 to generate more money. That is the
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reason the effective tax rale
always lowers it and has for
the last several years, approxi-
mately 2 cents.

“But by adopting the same
rate as we had last year that
will generate more revenue,
which we had to have doe to
indigent defense and increase
in fuel costs. We had to have it
in order to provide the same
Services.

Other items on
agenda include:

Discuss and/or approve
renewal of contract with the
OAG to handle Child Support.
Current contract expires
8/31/08 - Robyn Flowers

« PUBLIC HEARING ON
THE TAX RATE

» Discuss and/or approve
upcoming training classes for
EMS from budgeted funds -
John Nabors

 Discuss and/or approve

report and recommendations
‘~\ Ben Sanford, our telephone
consultant - Cheryl Morris

« Discuss and/or approve
claimsfinvoices submitted for
. Patricia Allen

 Discuss andf/or approve
budget amendments for FY
2008

« Discuss financial infor-
mation for the month ended
June 30th, 2008 - Patricia
Allen

« Discuss and/or approve

today’s

ce Y

transferring 2003  Ford
Ambulance Van, FAS #1023
to the Maintenance
Department - Linda
McKenzie

» Discuss and/or approve
renewal for Bid #C2360-7-
001 for Asphalts Qils and
Emulsions and Bid #C2360-7-

010 for Asphaltic Concrete
Patching Material to
Cleveland Asphalt Products
for the period October 1,
2008, through September 30,
2009- an\h McKenzie

. Disu.« and/or approve
purchase of equipment for
DPS officers out of operation
}"'IL“{"' for cle S I"",C“
office - Linda McKenzie

« Discuss. and/or approve
renewal and price increase for
Bid  #C2360-7-004 for
Limestone to Frost Crushed
Stone Company for the period
October 1, 2008 through
September 30, 2009 - Linda
McKenzie

» Discuss and/or approve
renewal and price increase for
Bid  #C2360-7-011  for
Crushed Concrete Base (o
K.C. Crushed Concrete for the
period October 1, 2008,
through September 30, 2009 -
Linda McKenzie

» Discuss and/or approve
renewal for Bid #C2360-7-
004 / Limestone; Bid #C2360-
7-005 / Aggregate;  Bid
#C2360-7-006 / Cement
Stabilized Sand; Bid #C2360-
7-007 / Hot Mix/Cold Laid;
Rid #C2360-7-008 / Hot Mix;
Bid #C2360-7-009 / Rip Rap
& Bid #C2360-7-010 /
Asphaltic Concrete Patching
Material & Bid #C2360- 7-012
/ Asphalt

r| ﬂ.,'

/ Reclaimed
Pavement (RAP) to Pavers
Sdr*pl\ for the period October
"(‘052 !hrowh Septsmner

. J1su.ss aml/or appmve
renewal for Bid #C2360-7-
005 for Aggregate, Type L,
Grade 4 and Grade 5 to Texas
Industries, Inc. for the period
October 1, 2008, through
September 30, 2009 - Linda
McKenzie

» Discuss and/or approve
renewal of policy for
Commercial Automobile
Policy, General Liability,

Crime Employee Dishonesty,
Portable Equipment and
Management L iability (for
Director & Officers to include
sexual harassment, discrimi-
nation, wrongful termination)
for the EMS duo(nunem with
VFIS of Texas for the peno d

10/01/08 - 10/01/09 in the
amount of $33,920.00 - Linda

.\ri\i\tﬂ/h,

» Discuss and/or approve
acceptance of Phase I - Needs
Analysis Report from Ben
Sanford and Associates in
accordance with RFP #C2360-
8-001 for  Independent
Telecommunications
Consultant authorization to
continue with Phase II -
System / Network Design
Linda McKenzie

« Discuss request for
Proposal #C2360-8-002-REP
for Telecommunications
System- Linda McKenzie

« Discuss and/or approve
renewal and price increase for
Janitorial Contract with JZ
Services for SPU - Criminal,
Civil and Juvenile offices for
the period September 1, 2008
'hful“’h l%\I‘:’U\L 31, 2009

. Dlsum and/or approve
renewal of Bid #C2360-7-002
{ Caliche and renewal and
price increase for Bid
#C2360-7-004 / Limestone:
Bid #C2360-7-006 / Cement

tabilized Sand; Bid #C2360-
7-009 / Rip de Bid #C2360-
7.013 / Select Material and
Bid #C2360-7-025 / \’Olunm
Ash to Grisham Construction
for the period October 1, 2008
through September 30, 2009 -
Linda McKenzie

» Discuss andfor approve
renewal and price increase for
Bid #(2360-8-009 for Towing
to Pete Johnson Towing
S°r\ ice for the period October

2008, through September
QO 2009 - Linda McKenzie

 Discuss and/or approve
ratifying Commercial Service

Order & Agreement with
Sudden Link in accordance
with their terms and condi-
tions for television and inter-
net service for the Storm
Shelter - Linda McKenzie

» Discuss and/or approve
renewal and price increase for
Rid #C2360-8-003 for Bread
for the Jail to Bimbo Bakeries.
USA for the period October 1,
2008, through September 30,
2009 - Linda McKenzie

. I’L’BI_JC HEARING to

discu the replat of the
Fer, gukun 37.055 Acre Tract
S division, in A-373, the
Robert Marsh League

« Discuss and/or approve
th rLDh.t ot m; Fsrcvusrm

in r\~‘M the Romr' Mar&h
League - Andrew Isbell

+ Discuss and/or approve
proposal of Texas Historic
Preservation Grant for the
Gibbs Powell House - Connie
Heiland

» Discuss and/or approve
Title III request by Pine
Prairie VFD in the amount of
$17,500 to purchase a Dew
cab/chassis - B.J. Gaines, Jr.

» Discuss and/or approve
appointment the
Emergency District

to
Service
#1 - Danny Pierce

+ Discuss and/or approve
sheriffs and constable fees for
2009

« Discuss and/or approve
dry .hydrant water usage
1(er3111€an for Wire Road
H\u."l'\l 1696 East Hydrant,
Spring Circle Loop Hydrant,
Swann Hydrant and J.C.
Walker Loop Hydrant. - BJ.
Gaines, Jr.

» WORKSHOP

« Presentation by Rita B.
Huff Humane Society and.dis-
cussion of their request for a
County bond issue for an
Animal Shelter - Bob Emnst

« BUDGET WORKSHOP
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